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1. Read through the scene aloud several times with your group, noting on your script in pencil all 
short verse lines and split lines.  
 
 

2. Decide the following: 
 

What do you want to be the overall mood of the opening scene of Hamlet? 
 
            
 
What can you do to create the mood and atmosphere of the scene? Actions? 
 
            
 
Sound effects?           
 
What emotional state are the characters in at the opening of the play? 
 
            
 
What leads Barnardo to say the first line?        

 
 

3. Decide for your character 
 
How you feel about the evening and what actions you make that reveal your feelings. 
 
            

 
 
4. Look for directions clearly indicated in the dialogue and decide how you will follow them.  (For 

example see line 36.)  
 
 
5. Together with your group members scan the lines of the scene paying particular attention to short 

verse lines and shared lines.  Discuss where you think the pauses might work best. 
 
 
6. On your feet, try out varying entrances and movements during the pauses and decide which help 

best to convey the story. 


